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alnutrition has multifaceted causes and requires solutions that are 

Mmultidisciplinary and multisectoral, cutting across various sectors. According 

to NDHS (2018) thirty-seven percent of children in Nigeria are stunted, and 

19% are severely stunted and childhood mortality rates remain stagnated.  The 

national food and nutrition policy provides the framework for addressing the problems 

of food and nutrition insecurity at all levels in Nigeria. The National/State Multi-

Sectoral Plan of Action for Nutrition (N/SMSPAN) is expected to aid the implementation 

of nutrition-related interventions at both the national and state levels in Nigeria. The 

implementation of the strategy will lead to improved nutritional status of women and 

children and will inadvertently improve the health status of families, thereby reducing 

the risk of malnutrition among vulnerable groups in the country. 

Therefore, it is paramount to know the level of implementation of the plan at the national 

and focal states to measure the successes of past interventions as well as know where to 

tailor advocacy for complete implementation of the policy.

The level of SMSPAN implementation overall showed Kaduna (40.9%), Kano (51.4%), 

Lagos (42.1%), Nasarawa (38.5%) and Niger (50.6%) performance.

The overall performance and progress were tracked in the scorecard developed across 

focal states based on strategic objectives and interventions, categorized and colour-

coded as follows:  No Success as "Black", Minimal Success "Red", Little Success "Yellow", 

Moderate Success "Blue" and Considerable Success "Green".
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Ÿ Strong political will at all levels of government

Ÿ There is need to strengthen and sustain efforts on the level of implementation of the 

N/SMPFAN   

Ÿ Sustained advocacy to policy makers, partners, private sector, community, traditional 

and religious leaders for improved nutrition funding

Ÿ Explore for increase in private sector investment in nutrition programs and activities

Ÿ Regular and periodic monitoring on food and nutrition activities in collaboration with 

partners and the private sector at all levels

Ÿ Ensuring adequate stafng of relevant MDAs at national and sub-national levels 

implementing sectoral nutrition programmes with skilled and qualied nutritionists

Ÿ Enhance the use of evidence for nutrition policy and programming

Ÿ Build the capacity of Nutrition desk ofcers in MDAs and nutrition professions through 

training & retraining on Nutrition Programming, resource mobilization and allocation 

Ÿ Fast track establishment of Nutrition Department and budget lines for increase 

budgetary allocation for improved programme implementation.

Ÿ Support accountability and transparency in utilization of funds through regular 

budget tracking and application of lesson learnt

Ÿ Support effective and efcient coordination and collaboration at all levels (Federal, 

State and Local Government) 
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CONCLUSION 

The performance on the implementation of the N/SMPFAN was about average when 

combined for both focal states and national. In order to achieve the goal of the national 

policy on food and nutrition requires the effective implementation of the multisectoral 

plan on nutrition through signicant investment by governments and partners including 

the private sector. Therefore, the urgent need for the establishment of the approved 

nutrition department in relevant ministries and agencies and creation of budget line in 

order to prioritize nutrition funding fo r increase sustainable commitment, resources and 

effective coordination of nutrition programmes to achieve nutrition impact. 
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